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FOR RELEASE: Friday, February 13, 2004





(#04024) New York, N.Y.   The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced today that


Occidental Chemical Corporation (OCC) has agreed to conduct an investigation in Newark Bay with


EPA oversight, to determine the extent of dioxin and other industrial contamination in bay sediment and


develop an appropriate cleanup plan.  In addition to funding the study, OCC will reimburse EPA for the


costs of conducting a human health and ecological risk assessment of the bay, and its oversight expenses. 


The agreement is embodied in an Administrative Order on Consent signed today by OCC and EPA. 


 


     "This agreement allows us to move forward immediately with the investigation of contaminated


sediment in Newark Bay," said Jane M. Kenny, EPA Regional Administrator.  "We are already working


with the state of New Jersey and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on a study of sediment in more than 


17 miles of the Passaic River north of the Bay.  This investigation will provide a critical piece of


information necessary to move forward in the cleanup process."





     OCC is a successor corporation to the former Diamond Alkali Company, which owned and


operated a pesticides manufacturing plant at 80 Lister Avenue in Newark from 1951 through1969.


Operations at the site caused dioxin and other pesticide contamination in the soil and ground water,


which migrated to the Passaic River.  Contamination has been found in the sediment of the Passaic River


over a 17-mile stretch, as well as in Newark Bay.  EPA is involved in ongoing investigations of this


portion of the river; numerous potentially responsible parties connected with industrial sites along the


entire length of the river, are working toward an agreement to fund these and future project activities.
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